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Being a long-suffering fan of the
Minnesota Vikings has multiple
downsides, but none so great as that —
however briefly — we were forced to
like Herschel Walker and Brett Favre.

Although it wasn’t his fault, Walker
wrecked the Vikings in the 1990s. They
were, it was felt, one dynamic piece (in
the dehumanizing world of the NFL,
“piece” refers to what most people
would call a “player”) away from win-
ning the Super Bowl.

So when the Dallas Cowboys dan-
gled Walker under their nose, the Vik-
ings traded away their future by show-
ering Dallas with the draft picks that
would supply the backbone for the
Cowboys three Super Bowl victories in
the 1990s.

Herschel Walker was like a bachelor
party — there is extra pressure to enjoy
it while you can because you know
you’ll be paying for it the next morning,
and possibly, depending on how de-
bauched things get, for the rest of your
life.

Walker was OK, but not transcen-
dent. After two years he was gone,
along with all those draft picks neces-
sary to keep your team in future con-
tention. 

Obviously, we also listened to a lot
of Herschel Walker post-game inter-
views and if you had told any of us that
we were listening to a future U.S. sena-
tor candidate … it just wouldn’t have
computed at all. The only reference
that is even close is the final scene in
“Animal House” when Bluto and Man-
dy Pepperidge drive off under they
where-are-they-now subtitle of “Sen-
ator and Mrs. John Blutarsky, Wash-
ington, D.C.”

Will Rogers said, “Ancient Rome de-
clined because it had a Senate, now
what’s going to happen to us with both
a House and a Senate?” That one-fifti-
eth of our most august political body
could be made up of Herschel Walker
and Tommy Tuberville bring you to the
sobering reality that a meaningful part
of our destiny is dependent on two
men with the mental firepower of al-
mond butter.

Which, frankly, is a good segue into
Brett Favre. Vikings fans’ relationship
with Favre is more complicated, be-
cause for most of his career he quarter-
backed the hated Green Bay Packers.
Yet when he came to the Vikings, he
had enough juice left in the tank to
make a difference.

He was the transcendent piece, and
Minnesota might well have won a Su-
per Bowl had he not been knocked out
by what became the New Orleans
Saints’ Bountygate scandal.

But we listened to his post-game in-
terviews too, and Lord have mercy. You
never sensed any malice; you never
sensed much of anything at all. He
came across as a good-natured goof —
Terry Bradshaw without the intellect.

Even later when we learned he had
texted photos of his hm-hm to a female
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Professional
athletes just
shouldn’t
get into
government
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CHARLESTON, W.Va. – West Virginia
Gov. Jim Justice said Tuesday he will
propose a plan to eliminate a personal
property tax on vehicles.

The Republican governor urged vot-
ers to reject a proposed constitutional
amendment on the same issue next
month.

Justice has made trips across the
state against Amendment 2, which
would eliminate a business and inven-
tory tax along with the vehicle tax. He
said passage of the amendment could
harm schools, cities and counties that
rely on property taxes, give companies
large tax breaks and force counties and
other entities “to have to come to
Charleston to beg for your funding.”

“We don’t need to do that,” Justice
said. “Let’s not hoodwink our citizens.” 

Justice said state Senate leaders be-
hind the constitutional amendment are

“using the car tax as bait. Don’t take it.
They’re trying to pull off a fast one on
you.”

Justice said his plan would return
$145 million to taxpayers, who would re-
ceive a full refund for personal property
vehicle taxes starting with their 2022
payments. It would not interfere with
property tax revenue streams guaran-
teed to local governments and school
boards, he said.

Later on Tuesday, Democratic lead-
ers said they support eliminating the car
tax. But Senate Minority Leader Ste-

phen Baldwin and House Minority
Leader Del. Doug Skaff, Jr. said Demo-
crats proposed a similar idea in March
2021, and no action was taken by the
governor. 

“We are glad Governor Justice is with
us in eliminating the car tax,” they said.
“Why wait any longer? Let’s do it now.
We call on the WVGOP to join us in pro-
viding immediate tax relief for the peo-
ple in a special session.”

According to WalletHub, 23 states
and the District of Columbia have no
personal property tax on vehicles.

W.Va. gov seeks end to personal property vehicle tax
State Dems made similar
proposal in March 2021
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Through his foundation, Paul Ryan
scours the nation, looking for effective
programs that help people escape pov-
erty.

He thinks he’s found one in Hagers-
town.

“I am here for just a basic reason, to
bring praise to what Bill (Gaertner, ex-
ecutive director of Gatekeepers) and all
the folks at Gatekeepers have done and
to bring some money to make sure that
Gatekeepers stays successful,” Ryan
said during his visit to Hagerstown this
week.

Ryan, a Republican from Wisconsin,

served in the U.S. House of Representa-
tives for two decades and was House
speaker from October 2015 to January
2019. He was the GOP’s vice presiden-
tial nominee in the 2012 election, run-
ning with Mitt Romney. The duo lost to
incumbent President Barack Obama
and Joe Biden, who was vice president
at the time.

Ryan met with people in the Gate-
keepers program during a forum and a
luncheon Monday at the Horizon Good-
will facility on North Prospect Street.
He was joined by U.S. Rep. David Trone,
a Democrat who is running for reelec-
tion for Maryland’s 6th Congressional
District; Maryland Commerce Secre-
tary Mike Gill, several representatives
of city and county government, local
business leaders and people who have
returned to the community after spend-
ing time behind bars.

After retiring from politics, Ryan

started the American Idea Foundation.
Its goal is to invest in evidence-based
programs that fight poverty and pro-
mote upward mobility, then replicate
them around the nation.

“I’m just here to see how Gatekeep-
ers works and why it’s so successful at
getting people to stay out of prison once
they’ve returned to the community,”
Ryan said before the luncheon.

What is the ‘Business 
of Living’ program?

Gatekeepers is something of a clear-
ing house for people who have spent
time behind bars. It focuses on re-entry
and reducing rates of reoffending and
recidivism. 

Among other things, Gatekeepers
has developed what Gaertner has 

U.S. Rep. David Trone, left, who represents Maryland's 6th Congressional District, talks with former U.S. Speaker of the
House Paul Ryan on Monday at a luncheon that focused on Gatekeepers. Trone, a Democrat, and Ryan, a Republican, both
praised the work of Gatekeepers in helping formerly incarcerated people re-enter communities. MIKE LEWIS/HERALD-MAIL

Ex-House speaker praises
program for former inmates
Gatekeepers is among 5
to get foundation grants 
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A former local attorney pleaded
guilty Tuesday to embezzling money a
local sporting goods store’s owners had
set aside for lease payments. The case
led to James Kevin Reed’s disbarment
in Maryland and Pennsylvania.

Reed, 59, pleaded guilty in Washing-
ton County Circuit Court to one misde-
meanor count of a fiduciary embezzling
or misappropriating trust funds from
clients Lance and Kristy Hendershot,
who own Hendershot’s Sporting Goods.

Reed allegedly bilked the Washing-
ton County couple out of more than
$100,000. The Hendershots used a
trust with help from Reed to buy out a
lease with a landlord for their store
when it was located at 19828 National
Pike southeast of Hagerstown, accord-
ing to court documents and officials.

“It’s been a long process from the
time we first put money into that es-
crow account,” Lance Hendershot said
Tuesday in a phone interview. “Now
four years and three (years) since his
disbarment and indictment. It’s good to
get closure with this and see things
come to an end.”

The end hasn’t come quite yet.
Reed’s sentencing is scheduled for

Feb. 21, according to the online case
docket.

Former attorney pleads guilty
to embezzling from lease fund
State is asking for three
to 18 months in prison 

Julie E. Greene
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PURCHASE TICKETS BY CALLING 301.784.8400 OR 
AT ROCKYGAPRESORT.COM/ENTERTAINMENT 

MUST BE 21 OR OLDER TO ATTEND

TICKETS IN ADVANCE • $25 | DAY OF • $30

Please play responsibly, for help visit mdgamblinghelp.org or call 1.800.GAMBLER. 
Maryland law requires a person to be 21 or older to enter the gaming floor.

Joe Machi

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 3
SHOW 8PM • DOORS 7PM

As seen on Last Comic Standing

A special tribute.  
For all those who
protect us!

Please call 877-878-5366 or email  
GannettClassifieds@gannett.com to place your ad! 
When submitting your email request, please include 

your address and phone number.

Hurry! Deadline is Friday, November 4th by 5 p.m. CST
Friday, November 11, 2022

SFC John Smith
U.S. Army

Daleville, Indiana

Thank you for your service!

$2000
ONLY

SD-32463198

dubbed the “Business of Living” pro-
gram. It’s a process designed to help
formerly incarcerated people get on
their feet and pursue their goals.

That program is taught inside Rox-
bury Correctional Institution and the
Maryland Correctional Training Center
south of Hagerstown as well as the
Washington County Detention Center
and the county Day Reporting Center. 

Since mid-March, a digital version
of the Gatekeepers Business of Living
program, with videos, has been put on-
to tablets that are inside more than 250
correctional facilities around the na-
tion. At the end of September, more
than 1,200 inmates have completed the
tablet version of the program, accord-
ing to statistics from Gatekeepers.

So far this year, Gatekeepers has
helped 12 people get jobs and has had
an average attendance of 32 at its Sat-
urday morning Resource Club meet-
ings.

Gatekeepers also helps people with
basic needs, from housing and clothes
to cab fare (to get people to and from
work) and bus passes.

Now the organization is working
with the Wilson Sheehan Lab for Eco-
nomic Opportunities at the University
of Notre Dame to develop evidence-
based data for Gatekeepers. A multi-
year study will examine the Business of
Living program’s impact on the local
recidivism rate. 

Saving ‘a lot of taxpayer money’

Gaertner, a former college basketball
coach, speaks from experience. He
spent more than eight years in prison
for domestic violence. When he got out,
he founded Gatekeepers. In 2020,
Gatekeepers received a national prison
ministry award.

At Monday’s luncheon, Gartner rec-
ognized several formerly incarcerated
people who were in the audience. 

Helping them be successful is a good
investment, he said.

“Did you know that 70% of the in-
mates in Washington County, in our
jail, go back? Seventy percent,” Gaertn-
er said.

“It’s $35,000 a year to house one of
us in the detention center. That’s a lot
of taxpayer money. My goal is to find a

way for everyone to understand that we
don’t need to do that anymore.

“In our (luncheon) program, we un-
abashedly listed a lot of us who were
locked up,” he told the crowd. “We’re
back. We’re paying taxes. We’re going
to church. We’re going to the grocery
stores. We’re paying rent. We’re raising
children. And we’re volunteering.”

‘Track records of success’

Gatekeepers was one of five non-
profits in the country to receive finan-
cial and strategic support from the
American Idea Foundation this year,
according a news release the organiza-
tion issued in September. 

The release did not disclose the
amounts of the grants.

The others are Corner to Corner in
Nashville, Tenn; Child First in Connect-
icut and North Carolina; Merit Ameri-
ca, a national nonprofit; and The Jo-
seph Project in Milwaukee.

“With polarization, partisanship,
and cynicism on the rise in America, we
have an obligation to strengthen civil
society and support organizations that
are making a tangible difference in peo-
ple’s lives,” Ryan said in the release.

He said the grants “will help create
bodies of evidence and grow bodies of
evidence. They will promote innovative
strategies and solutions with track rec-
ords of success. And hopefully, they
will take some of the politics out of
fighting poverty.”

Mike Lewis covers business, the
economy and other issues. Follow Mike
on Twitter: @MiLewis

Gatekeepers
Continued from Page 3A

Paul Ryan, foreground, looks to see
formerly incarcerated citizens stand
as Bill Gaertner, background, points
them out during a luncheon Monday.
MIKE LEWIS/HERALD-MAIL

Deputy State’s Attorney Sarah Mol-
lett-Gaumer, in an interview after the
Tuesday plea hearing, said the state is
asking for Reed to be sentenced to three
to 18 months in prison, depending on
how much of the more than $103,000
owed in restitution is paid.

Reed has been out on bail.
Mollett-Gaumer said Judge Brett W.

Wilson is not bound to the state’s sen-
tencing recommendation. On the em-
bezzlement charged that Reed pleaded
guilty to, he faces a maximum penalty
of up to five years in prison.

Wilson, not to be confused with local
Circuit Court Judge Brett R. Wilson, is a
retired judge from Dorchester County
on the Eastern Shore, Mollett-Gaumer
said. Judge Brett W. Wilson is hearing
Reed’s case because Reed had been a
lawyer in Western Maryland and parts
of Central Maryland, she said.

Defense attorney John Salvatore, in
a phone interview Tuesday, said he will
try to minimize the “impact on sentenc-
ing” and Reed will “obviously get an op-
portunity to help himself” by making
restitution.

Salvatore said the Hendershots
were “made whole” by the Client Pro-
tection Fund and that Reed owes resti-
tution to that fund for the payout to the
Hendershots. The restitution total in-
cluded reimbursing legal fees Reed
charged the Hendershots, Salvatore
said. The Client Protection Fund re-
ceives revenue from sources such as
court cost payments and is used to
compensate victims of various crimes,
particularly cases involving attorneys
stealing money, he said.

Hendershot said he and his wife
were reimbursed by the fund in the
spring of 2021. They were reimbursed
by the fund earlier in the process than
usual because the COVID-19 pandemic
had delayed many cases in court and
there was enough evidence for them to
get the payout, he said.

The sporting goods business left the
National Pike store in early 2019 and re-
turned to Hancock, where it is at 65 W.
Main St., Hendershot said.

Former attorney pleads 
to embezzling lease funds

The Hendershots hired Reed to help
them with a trust used to buy out a
lease with a landlord for the National
Pike store.

Between Oct. 30 and Nov. 16, 2018,
the Hendershots deposited install-
ments totaling $125,000 into the trust.

Bank statements showed multiple
disbursements went out during that
time to unidentified sources or those
uninvolved with the Hendershots, Mol-
lett-Gaumer has said previously.

When the account was supposed to
reach $125,000, she said bank state-
ments showed only around $77,000.

By March, the account was closed
and the money appeared to be gone,
Mollett-Gaumer said in November
2019.

Mollett-Gaumer, in a previous story,
alleged Reed counterfeited a wire
transfer authorization in June 2019 to
make it look as though there were no
banking issues. She said the transfer
made the Hendershots suspicious and
the Washington County Sheriff’s Office
began a criminal investigation involv-
ing four different bank accounts.

Reed was indicted by a Washington
County grand jury on Nov. 20, 2019, on
felony charges of stealing more than
$100,000 of the Hendershots’ money
and counterfeiting a wire transfer au-
thorization as well as misdemeanor
charges of possessing a counterfeit
wire transfer authorization and — as a
fiduciary — embezzling or misappro-
priating trust funds.

Reed pleaded guilty Tuesday to the
last charge, according to Mollett-
Gaumer and the online case docket.

The three other charges against
Reed will be dismissed pursuant to the
plea agreement, Mollett-Gaumer said.

At the time of the indictment, Reed
was listed as having an address in Ha-
gerstown’s North End. According to the
online court docket on Tuesday, a
Frostburg, Md., address was listed. 

Reed disbarred in Maryland 
and Pennsylvania

Reed consented on Oct. 24, 2019, to
disbarment for “failing to adequately
communicate with his client, failing to
safekeep funds in an attorney trust ac-
count, knowingly failing to respond to a
request for information by Bar Counsel,
knowingly making false statements to
Bar Counsel, committing a criminal act
that reflects adversely on his honesty,
trustworthiness, or fitness as an attor-
ney, and engaging in conduct involving
dishonesty, fraud, deceit or misrepre-
sentation, and that is prejudicial to the
administration of justice,” according to
the fiscal year 2020 attorney license
sanctions listed through the Attorney
Grievance Commission and Office of
Bar Counsel.

Reed “misappropriated client funds
and provided falsified bank statements
during Bar Counsel’s investigation,” the
sanction summary states.

Reed was temporarily suspended in
November 2019 from practicing law in
Pennsylvania. He was later disbarred
in the commonwealth, per a Feb. 28,
2020, order in the Supreme Court of
Pennsylvania, according to the website
for the court’s Disciplinary Board.

The disbarment came when Reed
“indicated” he wasn’t objecting to re-
ciprocal discipline in the common-
wealth, according to the order.

James Kevin Reed pleaded guilty Tuesday to a misdemeanor embezzlement
charge in Washington County Circuit Court. HERALD-MAIL FILE 
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